
 

    Before concluding our analysis of Romans 8:29, we must determine the context of the 
word “whom.”   Although only four letters in length, its impact on how one views 
Romans 8:29-30 is amazingly significant.  In fact, its context refutes both Arminianism 
and Calvinism:  
 

For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the 
image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren; 
(Romans 8:29—emphasis added) 

 
    A proper view of “whom” is unattainable without the assistance of the verses that both 
precede and follow Romans 8:29, so let’s review for a moment what we concluded 
regarding Romans 8:26-28. 
    The specific context of verses 26-28 of Romans 8 confirms that Paul was making 
reference to believers living on the earth when this epistle was penned—although the 
principles taught in these passages apply to New Testament believers in general.  (In 
other words, should Paul live on the earth today and write us an epistle regarding this 
same subject matter, he could record the identical statements recorded in Romans 8:28-
30; and they would apply, in their specific context, to our day alone.)  Therefore, the 
“whom” of Romans 8:29 points to believers of Paul’s day.  The validity of this 
conclusion is upheld by the following verse, Romans 8:30, where we find “whom” used 
on three different occasions.  We will, therefore, transition into Romans 8:30 at this time: 

     
and whom He predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, 
these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.  
(Romans 8:30) 
 

    The “whom” of Romans 8:29 is the same group of individuals to whom the “whom,” 
“whom,” and “whom” of Romans 8:30 refer.  Hence, linking Romans 8:29 with Romans 
8:30, we will discover that the specific context of “whom” in every case points to 
believers living on the earth when this epistle was written—believers that God not only 
“foreknew,” but had also “predestined,” “called,” “justified,” and “glorified.”  
(Remember:  Should Paul live on the earth today and write us an epistle regarding this 
same subject matter, he could record the identical statements written in Romans 8:28-30 
and they would apply, in their specific context, to our day alone.)  These facts supply 
proper context for Romans 8:29-30.  Are you ready?  “Hard thinking” is required, so 
prepare yourself!  I am certain you are up for the challenge, realizing that making the 
profound simple is always worth the price of admission.   
    The fact that “foreknew” (Romans 8:29), “predestined” (Romans 8:29 and 30), 
“called” (Romans 8:30), “justified” (Romans 8:30), and “glorified” (Romans 8:30) are 
in the aorist tense in the Greek plays a major role in how these verses are to be 
interpreted, especially since the aorist in each case points to past action—action that had 
already occurred.  Therefore, Paul was addressing individuals whom God “foreknew” 
and had “predestined,” “called,” “justified,” and “glorified.”  They were “holy” 
(Ephesians 1:4) saints who had been made “the righteousness of God” (2Corinthians 
5:21) the moment they repented and believed while depraved.  They had also been 
“sanctified” (Hebrews 10:10), “perfected” (Hebrews 10:14), and “made complete” 



 

(Colossians 2:10) in their souls and spirits—and much, much more (review materials 
addressing Romans 5:1 earlier in this study).  Hence, God “foreknew” these believers in 
the sense that He had known from eternity past the decisions they would make prior to 
their making them.  He had also “predestined,” “called,” “justified,” and “glorified” 
them after their arrival on the earth (when they repented and believed while depraved)—
all of which had occurred prior to Paul writing this epistle.  After all, the epistle to the 
Romans was sent to believers, individuals who were already saved.  We will take these 
thoughts through four distinct groups of believers to validate our findings:   
 

  Church saints who experienced physical death prior to Paul writing this epistle 
  

  Church saints living on the earth when this epistle was written  
 

  Unbelievers who were alive physically when this epistle was written, but later 
accepted Christ 

 
   Individuals who exist after this epistle was written and accept Christ during the 

church age 
 
    The term “called,” located in Romans 8:28 and 30 will be examined first.  Remember 
that “called” in Romans 8:28 is in the present tense while “called” in Romans 8:30 is in 
the aorist tense, or past tense—“called” in both cases meaning to be “called” to office 
once placed in Christ after repenting and believing while depraved:   
 

And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those 
who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.  For whom 
He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His 
Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren; and whom He 
predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, these He also 
justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.  (Romans 8:28, 30)  

 
    God’s employment of “called” in the Scriptures (the full counsel of all the verses) is 
displayed in graphic form below: 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
    New Testament believers are “called” to office in conjunction with God making them 
new—subsequent to their repenting and believing while depraved.  We will now take the 
four previously mentioned groups of New Testament believers through Romans 8:28 and 
30, focusing on the word “called.”  These four groups are displayed in graphic form 
below: 
 
 

 
 

And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those 
who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.  For whom 
He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His 
Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren; and whom He 
predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, these He also 
justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.  (Romans 8:28, 30)  

 



 

 
Scenario #1  Church saints who experienced physical death prior to Paul writing this 
epistle 
 
    This arrangement will not work (in relation to the word “called”) due to deceased New 
Testament believers no longer functioning in their calling.  Thus, the past tense “called” 
in Romans 8:30 applies, but the present tense “called” in Romans 8:28 eliminates 
Scenario #1.   
 
Scenario #2  Church saints living on the earth when this epistle was written 
This arrangement will work (in relation to the word “called”) because New Testament 
believers living on earth when this epistle was written served in their area of calling 
(office)—fulfilling the present tense “called” found in Romans 8:28.  They had also been 
“called” to office (after having repented and believed while depraved) prior to receiving 
this epistle, placing their calling to office in the past—fulfilling the past tense “called” in 
Romans 8:30.   
 
Scenario #3  Unbelievers who were alive physically when this epistle was written but 
later accepted Christ 
 
Scenario #4  Individuals who exist after this epistle was written and accept Christ during 
the church age  
 
Neither scenario will work (in relation to the word “called”) because prospective New 
Testament believers are not “called” to office until they are placed in Christ subsequent 
to repenting and believing while depraved.  Thus, neither the present tense “called” of 
Romans 8:28, or the past tense “called” of Romans 8:30, can apply.   
 
    The next terms to consider are “foreknew” (Romans 8:29.), “predestined (Romans 
8:29-30),” “justified” (Romans 8:30), and “glorified” (Romans 8:30).  A series of 
diagrams will be used to display the error associated with Arminianism and all forms of 
Calvinism. 
 
    Because foreknowledge must precede the election and predestination of a New 
Testament believer, these readers (those who received this epistle) could not have been 
predestined and elected to salvation by means of an eternal decree.  God’s foreknowledge 
cannot precede what has no beginning (review Diagram 10, “Why God’s Foreknowledge 
Cannot Precede His Eternal Decrees” in the Reference Section).  Also, “glorified” in 
Romans 8:30 is in the past tense, meaning that these believers had been “glorified” in 
soul and spirit in the past—in fact, they were “glorified” (in soul and spirit) the moment 
they were placed in Christ subsequent to repenting and believing while depraved.   
    Arminians view the elect as being “glorified” at physical death, yet Romans 8:30 
verifies that these believers had been “glorified” (in soul and spirit) when they were 
“justified” (saved).  If Arminianism’s view of “predestined” were correct (that God 
predestined all of the elect to salvation from eternity past by means of an eternal decree), 
the Scriptures would also teach that the elect born after the book of Romans was written 



 

(who do not exist until conception) were also “justified,” “called,” and “glorified” in 
eternity past (“predestined,” “called,” “justified,” and “glorified” in Romans 8:30 being 
in the past tense).  

  
 
Such an arrangement is impossible for several reasons, two of which are: (1) The elect do 
not exist until conception.  Therefore, how could they have been predestined, called, 
justified, and glorified prior to existing? (2) The elect would be born “predestined,” 
“called,” “justified,” and “glorified” had they been predestined in eternity past.  Yet, 
Ephesians 2:1-3 validates that all people are born “children of wrath.”  This truth will be 
addressed in more detail shortly. 
  

Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging 
the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of 
wrath, even as the rest.  (Ephesians 2:3) 

 
    Because foreknowledge must precede the election and predestination of a New 
Testament believer, these readers (those who received this epistle) could not have been 
predestined and elected to salvation by means of an eternal decree. God’s foreknowledge 
cannot precede what has no beginning (see Diagram 10, “Why God’s Foreknowledge 
Cannot Precede His Eternal Decrees” in the Reference Section).  Also, “glorified” in 
Romans 8:30 is in the past tense, meaning that these believers had been “glorified” in 
soul and spirit in the past—in fact, they were “glorified” (in soul and spirit) the moment 
they were placed in Christ subsequent to repenting and believing while depraved. 
   
     



 

    Reformed Theology (Extreme and hyper-Calvinism) views the elect as being 
“glorified” at physical death, yet Romans 8:30 verifies that these believers had been 
“glorified” (in soul and spirit) when they were “justified” (saved).  Should Reformed 
Theology’s view of “predestined” be correct (that God predestined all of the elect to 
salvation from eternity past by means of an eternal decree), the Scriptures would also 
teach that the elect born after the book of Romans was written (who do not exist until 
conception) were also “justified,” “called,” and “glorified” in eternity past 
(“predestined,” “called,” “justified,” and “glorified” in Romans 8:30 being in the past 
tense).  Such an arrangement is impossible for several reasons, two of which are (1) The 
elect do not exist until conception.  Therefore, how could they have been predestined, 
called, justified, and glorified prior to existing? (2) The elect would be born 
“predestined,” “called,” “justified,” and “glorified” had they been predestined in 
eternity past. Yet, Ephesians 2:1-3 validates that all people are born “children of wrath.”  
This truth will be addressed in more detail shortly. 
 

    Because foreknowledge must precede the election and predestination of a New 
Testament believer, these readers (those who received this epistle) could not have been 
predestined and elected to salvation by means of an eternal decree. God’s foreknowledge 
cannot precede what has no beginning (see Diagram 10, “Why God’s Foreknowledge 
Cannot Precede His Eternal Decrees” in the Reference Section).  Also, “glorified” in 
Romans 8:30 is in the past tense, meaning that these believers had been “glorified” in 
soul and spirit in the past—in fact, they were “glorified” (in soul and spirit) the moment 
they were placed in Christ subsequent to repenting and believing while depraved.  
 



 

  
     
    Moderate Calvinism views the elect as being “glorified” at physical death, yet Romans 
8:30 verifies that these believers had been “glorified” (in soul and spirit) when they were 
“justified” (saved).  Should Moderate Calvinism’s view of “predestined” be correct (that 
God predestined all of the elect to salvation from eternity past by means of an eternal 
decree), the Scriptures would also teach that the elect born after the book of Romans was 
written (who do not exist until conception) were also “justified,” “called,” and 
“glorified” in eternity past (“predestined,” “called,” “justified,” and “glorified” in 
Romans 8:30 being in the past tense).  Such an arrangement is impossible for several 
reasons, two of which are: (1) The elect do not exist until conception.  Therefore, how 
could they have been predestined, called, justified, and glorified prior to existing? (2) The 
elect would be born “predestined,” “called,” “justified,” and “glorified” had they been 
predestined in eternity past. Yet, Ephesians 2:1-3 validates that all people are born 
“children of wrath.”  This truth will be addressed in more detail shortly. 
 


