Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death
through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned—
(Romans 5:12)
To make certain that Romans 5:12 is covered thoroughly, the passage is divided into
phrases and discussed in as much detail as possible.
Observe Circle Diagram 1 (Man is a Three Part Being) on the next page.

Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, (Romans 5:12a)
1. Before Adam sinned the presence of sin was on earth but not in man. The serpent
(evil) was present in the garden before Adam ate of the forbidden fruit. However, when
Adam sinned (Genesis 3:6-7), “sin entered into” man through Adam’s disobedience
(Romans 5:12). Adam truly committed an act of sin. But the word “sin” in some cases,
especially in portions of Romans 5-8, refers to a power called “sin” which entered into
Adam and dwells in man. This power is called “the law of sin” in Romans 7:23, 25 and
8:2, but called “sin” in Romans 7:17 and 20. We will refer to this power in most
instances as the power of sin, but in some cases simply as sin.
2. The contextual view of the word “sin” is critical, for it can refer to: (1) An act of sin
or (2) The power of sin. The power of sin will be discussed on numerous occasions as
we continue. Therefore, you will have ample time to comprehend its meaning, even if
initially it should seem somewhat confusing.
3.
The power of sin “entered” into Adam’s spirit, soul, and body when Adam
disobeyed. As a result, Adam’s soul was inundated with messages from this power called
“sin.” Refer to Circle Diagram 2 on the next page titled, Sin (the Power of Sin) Entered
into Man, and read all the information. The power of sin is not a demon, but an
organized power that has Satan as its master. The power of sin can be viewed as the
opposite of the Holy Spirit. When God speaks to the soul of man, He speaks through the
avenue of the Holy Spirit. When Satan speaks to the soul of man, he speaks through the
avenue of the power of sin. Thus, the power of sin is Satan’s messenger, or agent.

and death through sin,
1.
Adam’s act of disobedience brought “death,” for the Lord had warned Adam in
Genesis 2:17 that he would die should he partake of the forbidden fruit. Remember, the
word “death” in Scripture can mean “separation” as well as “extinction.”
2. When Adam sinned, his spirit and soul died (they were “separated” from God), at
which time the sin nature (Adamic nature, or old man, or old self) was born. Instantly, it
was natural for Adam to sin because his very nature was sinful, his nature being both soul
and spirit. Refer to Circle Diagram 3 titled Man without Christ (on the next page). The
terms dead spirit, sin nature, Adamic nature, old man, and old self are synonymous—
expressions that consist of different words but possess the same meaning. They refer to
the nature that Adam possessed after he sinned—the same nature that you and I possessed
until we were made new in Christ. (See Circle Diagram 9 in the reference section.)

3. The sin nature (or old man, dead spirit, old self, Adamic nature) enjoys rebelling
against God. This fact does not mean that the depraved (the spiritually unregenerated)
are incapable of exercising repentance and faith prior to spiritual regeneration, as was
verified earlier (this subject is covered extensively in our God’s Heart series).

4. Because the nature of man is who man is, Adam was the sin nature (the old man)
after he sinned. Refer to Circle Diagrams 1, 2, and 9 in the reference section and read
about the spirit and soul of man.
5. As was mentioned above, “death” in Scripture can mean separation. Because “God
is spirit” (John 4:24), and since the part of Adam that could communicate with God was
separated from God subsequent to his disobedience, Adam was dead to God. Thus, when
a man’s spirit and soul are separated from God, the man is dead, even if he continues to
live physically. Hence, the word “death” in Scripture does not always point to physical
extinction. It can also point to spiritual separation.
6. When Adam sinned, his spirit and soul died (were separated from God). The power
of sin entered Adam’s spirit and soul—thereby bringing to life the sin nature (old man,
old self, Adamic nature, dead spirit). The power of sin also moved into Adam’s body.
Adam’s soul was then inundated with the power of sin’s lies. Refer to Circle Diagrams 2
and 3.
7. Adam’s act of disobedience resulted not only in the immediate death of his spirit and
soul, but his physical body eventually died as well. We know that Adam died a physical
death several years after he sinned, an event that would not have occurred had he obeyed.
so death spread to all men,
1.
Because we are descendants of Adam, we are born with the nature that Adam
possessed after he sinned. We are born with a dead (separated from God) soul and spirit
because “death spread to all men.” The word “all” is all-inclusive—pointing to every
person who has lived or will live.
2. Physical death also spread to all men, for Adam eventually died physically, as do his
descendants.
because all sinned.
1. To understand this phrase, we must tie it in with what is previously stated. “And so
death spread to all men, because all sinned” simply means that our acts of sin confirm
that spiritual death spread to all men. Have you noticed the selfishness of a baby? Cute
as they are, babies possess Adam’s nature from conception, and as a result, are concerned
with only one thing: Getting their needs met. Adults who do not know Christ also exhibit
selfish tendencies due to possessing the nature of Adam—a nature out of touch with God
so long as rebellion is chosen over submission to Christ. This nature is determined to
have its way, thinking of self above all else. Wasn’t this Adam’s problem in the garden?
2. The lost will not be condemned to hell because of their acts of sin even though “all
sinned” in Adam. Their nature inherited from Adam will condemn them (Ephesians
2:3—“…were by nature children of wrath…”).

for until the Law sin was in the world; but sin is not imputed when there is
no law. (Romans 5:13)
The first part of the verse teaches: “for until the Law [the Mosaic Law] sin was in the
world…” Man has been committing acts of sin since Adam disobeyed in the Garden.
However, these acts of sin are “not imputed [charged to a person’s account] when there
is no law.” Man has to break a direct command of God for sin to be counted against him.
But no direct command of God was stated from Adam until Moses, since only the moral
law written on man’s conscience existed during that time span. Why then did men die
from the time of Adam until the time of Moses if they were not in violation of any
specific law? The answer is simple. The whole race sinned when Adam sinned, for the
genes of all of Adam’s descendants were in his gene pool when he disobeyed. Therefore,
from God’s perspective, all mankind broke His command simultaneously with Adam,
which explains why God could remain just and, at the same time, allow individuals to die
who lived prior to the issuing of the Mosaic Law. Romans 2:12 validates our present
discussion. Paul is not insinuating that we existed at the time of Adam’s disobedience,
rather that our genes were in Adam’s gene pool when Adam sinned. In other words, we
did not become persons until conception.

